INTO BATTLE

the purveyor of bacon and butter and the channel of trade and
communications with the outer world.

Although Hitler has treacherously received a large part of
Norway it is perhaps forgotten that, like our own people the Nor-
wegians live largely by the sea. The French and the British
mercantile marine can now rely upon the invaluable support and
co-operation of the Norwegian merchant fleet, the fourth largest in
the world, and on the services of seamen whose skill and daring
are well known. Also we have taken into our service a very large
amount of Danish shipping which will be of the greatest assistance.
These are notable facts when we remember that the British and
French losses through enemy action since the war are barely eight
hundred thousand tons, and the captures and the building have
already made good three-quarters of that loss.
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